
mailto:boardmeetings@sd38.bc.ca




  Regular Meeting, Wednesday, November 25, 2020 

 

 

 

3 

 
4. Executive 

 

The Superintendent of Schools provided an update on COVID cases in schools noting 
there were approximately 40 cases of possible exposure but that it was important to 

note there has not been one actual transmission of the virus in a school.  This positive 
news ensures that health and safety measures that are in place and are working very 

well.  The Superintendent expressed gratitude to staff, parents and students on coming 

together to keep each other safe in schools. 
 

The Superintendent next reported on the Transitional Learning Program with 

approximately 15% of students currently enrolled.  The program is scheduled to end at 
the end of January; however, with recent increases in cases in the community, parents 

have expressed that they would like to see the program extended past the deadline.  
The Board of Education will be considering options that may be available in terms of 

extending the program with a decision at the December Board meeting.  

 
The Districtôs Strategic Plan is in the final phase of the consultation period, and the 

Superintendent thanked internal stakeholder groups, external partners and members of 
the community who responded, with special appreciation to students who took the time 

to provide feedback on the draft plan.  The District received a large volume of helpful 

feedback that indicated the Plan is headed in the right direction with a few areas to be 
refined and adjusted.  Staff are now collating and analyzing the feedback and will 

provide some suggestions for changes to the Board.  On December 16, 2020 the final 

draft of the Plan will be brought to the Board for consideration and approval. 
 

Highlights in schools across the district along with a visual presentation included:  
Making Connections at Byng Elementary with integrated project storytelling and 

content; a Halloweôen pumpkin patch celebration at Hamilton with over 300 pumpkins 

brought in from Westham Pumpkin & Herb Farm; Arts Umbrella at Blundell Elementary 
with six visual art sessions; Arts Education at Maple Lane Elementary where students 

created a mural based on the book The Elders Are Watching; Virtual Remembrance Day 
at Palmer Secondary where staff and students worked through the month of October to 

film content including veteran Captain Matthew McBride, and the virtual ceremony then 

streamed into each individual classroom; Grade 10 Richmond Secondary student Jason 
Chan, winner of 
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129/2020 MOVED BY D. TABLOTNEY AND SECONDED BY H. LARSON: 
 

THAT the Board of Education (Richmond) approve the Minutes of Wednesday, 

October 28, 2020 Regular meeting as amended. 
  

CARRIED 
 

(b) Record of an In-camera meeting of the Board held October 28, 2020 was included 

for information. 
 

6. Business Arising 

 
 (a) Planning & Development Update 

  
The Executive Director shared a Planning & Development Presentation that 

included the LRFP initiatives and Action Plan, a Major Capital Projects Update that 

includes 11 supported seismic mitigation projects, and a visual update of the 
progress and project additions at William Cook Elementary, Hugh Boyd Secondary, 

Robert J. Tait Elementary, W.D. Ferris Elementary, Mitchell Elementary, Manoah 
Steves, F.A. Tomsett Elementary, Maple Lane, William Bridge, and James 

Whiteside.  The school project updates can be viewed on the District site under 

the Planning & Development page. 
 

Trustees had comments and praise for the Executive Director stating the 

significant progress for all the projects is exciting news.  Trustees thanked the 
Executive Director and his team for all the hard work.   

 
7. New Business  

 

Nil. 
   

8. Questions from the Public: Tonight’s Agenda 
  

 Liz Baverstock, President, Richmond Teachersô Association noted the importance of the 

Board setting meetings with the new MLAs and stressed topics such as funding for 
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